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TH E prcfent difputes between Great 
Britain and her colonies are truly 
alarming, Diflentions of fuch a nature 
involve in them very dangerous confe- 
quences to both countries. Many and 
divers opinions are every day ftarted with 
regard to the authority of parliament 
over the colonies. Intelligent writers on 
botii fides are conftantly exerting their 
iitmoft ingenuity on a matter of to great 
importance. 

If taxation by parliament be a legal 
meaiure^ the pfdfent proceedings of the 
Americans cannot hnt be accounted fedi- 
tious. If taxation by parliament be an 
unjuftifiable exertion of power, I honour 
a the 



th? Americans for their fteady refiftance 
to it, If the authority of parliament ex- 
tend over all the dominions of the Pritifh 
crown, parliament • is only doing itfelf 
juftice in fupporting its lawful authority, 
If the authority of parliament be con-r 
fined tp Great Britain^ parliament inftead 
of beiiig the defender, is become the de- 
flroyer of liberty. I am equally a friend 
to both comitries. I hope juftice will 
prevail, 

The authority of the Englifh legifla- 
ture over her colonies muft be deter- 
mined, either by the firft principles of 
colonization; or by an authority inherent 
in parliament, and confirmed by the fuhr 
miffiqn of the colonifts ; or by long 
ufage and cuftom of parliament ; or by 
an authority grounded in juftice audi 
equity towards its dominions in general. 
If neither of thefe principles can be 
brought in fuppprt of the authority of 
parliament, then far be it frofli me to 
deny, that parliament has affumed an il- 
legal and arbitrary power over the Ame- 
rican$; but if, pn the contrary, I fhall 
prove, that the Americ2^s are now fly- 
ing in the face of each and every of 
Thefe principles, then I 11^11 leave my 
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readers to judge what my opinion is by 
their own. 

With regard to the fei-ft of thefe argu- 
iribhts, that is, the authority which all 
countries have exerted over their colonies, 
I havb very little to offer, becaufe it will 
not have much weight on the prefent oc-* 
tafion. Our colonies were not difcover- 
ed till after parliaments were inftituted; 
therefore, the prefent cafe pends on the 
authority with which parliaments were 
Vefted at the\t inftitution* 

In wife gbvefiinlehts colonization was 
permitted for two purpofes : The one was 
When the increafe of people rendered it 
inconvenient to provide for them at home ; 
the other, in brd6r to e^ctend the power of 
the parent-ftate by the acquifitibn of new 
fettlements. In either cafe they went by 

{Jermiflion, they were by no means re- 
eafed from the natural authority of their 
lawful fovei*eign j on the contrary, they 
took poffefflon of neW fettlements in right 
of the parent-ftate ; they were defended 
in thofe fettlements by that ftate; they 
carried with them the laws of the country 
from which they emigrated ; they re- 
mained under the fubjeftion of the le- 
giflature of that country, Confequently 
B 2 that 
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that le^iflature had power to exert a legal 
authority over them. 

Thefe are prinjCiples whkh I believe never 
have been, nor ever can be, denied ; and 
the inference we muft draw from them 
is. That had our colonies been in our 
pofleffion before parHaments were efta- 
Blifhed, they would have been fubjeft to 
tTie king or England as an abfolute mo- 
narch. 

But America was not in our pofleffioa 
till long after the eftablifliment of par- 
liaments, therefore we are now to exa- 
mine whether they are fubjeft to the 
authority of parliament. The moft ready 
way to become judges of this feems to be^ 
to encjuire. What authority is inherent 
in parhament ? 

The origin of meetings in the nature 
of parliaments is not yet abfolutely afcer - 
taihed. The moft probable conjefture is,. 
that bur anceftors, who were a bold and 
brave people, being too numerous to af- 
femble together to make their own laws 
(fuch large meetings being produdlive of 
anarchy and confufion) and at the fame 
time being unwilling to intruft a mortal 
like themfelves, fubjedl to all the paffions 

and 



and frailties of human nature, Vith thehr 
liberties, and to inveft him with an arbi- 
trary power over their lives, and a right 
to exaft from them whatever exorbitant 
fums his ambition or his vices ihould give 
him occafion to demand, formed a con- 
ftitution, which was not then, nor, as 
far as human prudence could iliggeft^. 
would ever be fobjefl: to either of thefe 
inconveniencies. They at firft dq>uted 
a certain number of the wife men of each 
nation from the feveral diftrifts in it, to 
advife and conliilt with their King upon 
what meafures were proper to be taken 
for the purpoies of ftate, and the defence 
of the kingdom. This conflitution was 
afterwards changed to one fimilar in its 
porinciples, though different in its form. 
It confided of the king, the nobles of 
the land, and a certain number of the 
commons chofe by the people, who had ' 
a power delegated to them from the people, 
to reprefent them, and when united, to . 
enaft laws for their benefit, and to ndfc 
fuch funis of money as fhould be necefTary 
for the fupport and defence of govern- 
ment. 

The power of thefe three eflates was 
fo equally balanced, that the prerogative 
of the king was confined within fuch.. 

bounds 



bouiids a$ infured the liberties of the jyed-* 
pie, without derogating from the Jtifi: 
rights of the crown. The nobles, whofe 
honours being hereditary were not fubjeft 
to the will or caprice of either the king or 
people, were an intermediate body, who 
took care that neither of the other eftateS 
encroached upon their mutual privileges. 
The commons, who were compofed of 
the people, were judges what laws would 
be moft conducive to their happinefs^ 
and what monies fhould be raifed for 
the fupport and defence of the govern- 
ment. This was a conftitution, which 
from its principles muft be permanent, be- 
caufe its foundation was laid on policy 
tempered with juftice, and the fabrick 
was fupported by the pillars of freedom 
and independence. From henceforth thefe 
three bodies were deemed the legiflature* 
They were reprefentatives of the king- 
dom, as one people, but not a reprefen- 
tation of every man 'in his feparate ca- 
pacity. Each eftate was jealous of its 
own privileges, confequently ever watch- 
ing and guarding againft any encroach- 
ment of the other two eftates. Their 
authority was not confined to England. 
They were vefted with an unlimited power 
over all the fubjefts of the Britifh crown. 
The places where their authority fhould 

ceafe. 
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ceafe, the time when it fhoujd expire were 
not mentioned. It was a conftitution efta* 
bliftied for ever. All territories which the 
crown of England fhould acquire, from 
that time, were not the property of the 
king alone, but of the legiflature; fub-^ 
je6t to the legiflature, but not fubjeft to 
any. one feparate branch of the fegifla-^ 
ture. 

Long after this conftitution was efta- 
blifhed our colonies were difcovered. The 
firft people that inhabited them were Bri- 
tifli lubjefts, who emigrated in fearch of 
.new fettlements, who took poffeffion of 
fuch fettlements as they difcovered, in 
the name of the crown of England, and 
who were confirmed in their pofTeffions, 
either from charters under the great-feal, 
pr temporary authorities given them by 
the king. 

At the time of receiving thefe charters 
they were confeffedly fubjefts of the crown 
of England, for they claimed the laws of 
England as their jufl and equitable right, 
and expefted to be fupported by England 
jigainft . the other powers of Europe. 
They were not difappointed in their ex- 
peftatipns. They were defended in their 
new fettlements, not by the king of Eng- 
land 
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land alone« but by the legiflature of Eng« 
hnd, that is, the Britifh parliament. 

Parjiamcait, from die firft fcttlcment 
4pf America, treated her with the attention 
of a kind and indulgent parent, America 
was the darling of England, England 
was beloved and Kipe&cd in America, 
The public-fpirit of Englifh merchants 
was the bafis on which her churches, her 
houfes, and hier cities were erefted. By 
the cxedit given to her inhabitants by 
Englifh merchants, fhe increafed in wealtn 
and power. Such were tiie aufpices undef 
which America gained her prefent gf«at- 
nefs, • " 

^ During a number of years the Ame- 
ricans, or rather the Englifh colonifls^ ne- 
ver entertained an idea, that was fub- 
verfive of the power of parliament over 
America. On the contrary, they prided 
themfelves in being fubjeft to its autho- 
rity, for they prided themfelves on having 
a jfufl and equitable claim to the rights 
and privileges of Englifhmen, which 
rights and privileges were derived from 
the Britifh parliament. In times of diftrefe 
they applied to the Britifli parliament, for 
they applied to the Britifh legiflature, 
in thofe days they faw their charters in 
I their 
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their true colours. They were fatisfied that 
.they did not extend beyond the mere in- 
ternal police of thofe provinces to which 
they were feparately granted. They 
claimed their charters under the great- 
feal of England ; for they received them 
under that feal, and it would be abfurd 
to fuppofe that they received a charter un- 
der the great -feal of England, which was 
deftru6live of the juft authority of the 
crown of England. The king's giving 
them thefe charters under the great-feal of 
England, is a tacit declaration and ac- 
knowledgment, that he had not power 
to give them any charter, without the fpe- 
cious fhew of a co-operation qf the other 
two eftates in the a6l; for kings never 
give up their prerogative. Therefore, had 
the prerogative intitled the king to dif- 
pofe of any part of the Britifh territory, 
and to releafe fuch part from the autho- 
rity of the Britifh legiflature, he would 
not have fealed his charters for fo doing 
with the great-feal of England, hiit he 
would have executed them with his own 
privy- feal. The acknowledgment of this 
fundamental principle of the conftitutian 
is likewife obvious on the part of the 
Americans, by their quiet fubmifUon to 
parliamentary authority for a feries of 
years, and that at a time when repub- 

C lican 
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lican principles were, if poffible, more pre^ 
dominant in America than they are now. 
Even thofe republicans, violent and enthu- 
fiaftic as they were, yet were not abfurd 
enough to aflert an emancipation from the 
laws of England, which could only be 
founded on the inconfiftent propofition, 
that one part of the legiflative body could 
difpenfe with the authority of the other 
two parts, without their confent or even 
knowledge. Nay, I will venture to affirm, 
that if they could have defined fuch a pro- 
blem, they were too fond of enjoying the 
rights and privileges of Englilhmen to 
have done it. It would then have been 
thought the moft fatal ftab, that could 
have been given to the vitals of American 
liberty, to haye aflerted, that they were 
not fubjefts of the Britifh legiflature. 

Befides, the Americans were too weak 
and defencelefs to fet up for a free peo- 
ple 5 they were too wife to deliver them- 
felves into the hands of an arbitrary 
monarch, (if they could have done fo) • 
therefore, as from their fituation and cir- 
cumftances, they could not but fall a 
prey either to one or all the other powers 
of Europe, their own convenience and 
happinefs would have directed them to 
unite with Great Britain, 1 advance this 

only 



only to llicw, that had they not been un- 
der our crown by right, they muft ia 
juftice to themfelves have fued to us for 
prote6tion. 

Now, if the king of England, being 
only one eftate, could not grant charters 
which emancipated any part of the Eng- 
lifh territories from the laws of the Bri- 
tifli legiflature withput its confent, did 
give fuch charters, they would of them- 
felves become void. The Americans found 
their exclufive right of taxing themfelves 
upon fuch charters. I am furprifed they 
are not aware of the feeblenefs of this ar- 
gument *y for, in pleading thefe charters, 
as exemptions from taxation by parlia- 
ment, they allow that there was a right 
in parliament to tax them before thofe 
charters were granted, but affirm that 
the right was deftroyed by, the charters* 
But as there is no authority fuperior to 
parliament, parliament muft be the only 
competent judge of its authority; and 
can alone grant an exclufion from that 
authority ; therefore, as a charter to dif- 
penfe with the fupremacy of parliament 
muft be granted, not by the long, but 
by parliament, the Americans are ftitt 
taxable by parliament, for the American 
charters were given theiji by the king; 
C 2 jmd 



aftd it would be as abfurd, illegal, and 
ffnpoffible for the king to grant a char- 
ter, or charters, fubverfive of the autho- 
rity of the other two eftates without their 
confent, as it would be, for one partner 
in a great merchant's houfe to prefent a 
friend with the whole ftock in trade, 
without the knowledge and confent of the 
other partners. 

To return to my argument. If no fiich 
charter as this could exift, (and I flatter 
myfelf I have clearly proved that it could 
not,) America is brought back to its 
original ftate of being part of the terri- 
tory of Great Britain, confequently fub- 
jeft to the legiflature of England, fup- 
ported and defended by that legiflature, 
as a territory within the jurisdiftion of 
that legiflature, and therefore intitled to 
the inefl:imable rights and privileges of 
Engliflimen, which originate in parlia- 
ment. 

The Americans do not deny the power 
of parliament with regard to legiflation, 
but they refolve not to be fubje6l to it 
with regard to taxation; which is ac- 
knowledging the authority of parliament 
in general terms, and afterwards and in 

the 
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the fame breath, denying that to which 
they have already confented. 

To agree that America, part of the 
territory of England, is fubjeft to the 
authority of the Englifh parliament in 
all a6ls of legiflation, and releafed by 
charter from its authority in afts of tax- 
ation, which is a very material part of 
legiflation (without its confent) is an 
abfurdity ; and yet this is the ground of 
the prefent difputes. In one of their ad- 
dreffes they declare, " That from com- 
** mon law and the province-charter, the 
*' inhabitants of this province are clearly 
'* intitled to all the rights of free and na- 
** turaUbornfubjeBs within the realm : that 
** among thofe rights mufV be included 
** the effential one juft mentioned con- 
•^ ceming aids and taxes, and therefore 
•* that no aids or taxes can be levied on 
** us conflitutionally without our own 
** confent (ignified by our reprefentatives ; 
" from whence the conclufion is clear, 
" that therefore the inhabitants of this 
*' province are not fubjedl to parliamen- 
*^ tary taxation/' In this extract it id 
obvious, that from their own words they 
are fubjeft to parliamentary taxation. 
For, if the Americans are intitled to all 
the rights of free and natural-born fubr 

jefts 



je6ls within the realm, they muft be con* 
lidered as within the realm, and be in^ 
titled to thofe rights as free and natural- 
bom fubjefts j and if as free and natural- 
bom fubjedls they claim rights and pri* 
vileges which are folely claimable by free 
and natural-bom fubje£ts within the 
realm, and which originate in the Englifli 
conftitution, in fo doing, they acknow- 
ledge a fubjeftion to that conftitution, 
and confequently are bound by the laws 
of God and man to fubfcribe their quota 
towards its fupport and defence; for it 
cannot be fuppofed that the Americans 
have a juft claim to all the rights and pri-^ 
vileges refulting from the Englifli confti*. 
tution, and at the fame time a power t^ 
difclaim the authority of that conftitution, 
when the neceffities of the whole ftate 
oblige parliament to demand a revenue 
from America, not for the fupport of 
the kingdom in general, proportionable 
to their ability to give, but merely to 
fupply the eftabliftiment of their own 
feparate governments. 

. I have now fliewn what authority is 
inherent in parliament from the principles 
upon which it was conftituted, and alfo 
the. juft fenfe that America entertained of 
its authority for many yeacs.. . I ihall next 
i. ' con- 
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confirm what I have faid, by a recital of 
a niimber of afts of parliament which 
the Americans have always fubmitted to 
as laws, whether they were enabled for 
the purpofe of legiflation or taxation. 

. The firft a6t in the firfl: feflion after the 
reftoration, wherein parliament (hews the 
gre^t attention and regard it had to the 
intereft of this country and America, is 
the 1 2th of Charles the Second, which 
prohibits ** the importation into or ex-. 
*^ portation out of any lands, illands, 
** plantations, or territories to His Ma- 
/\ jefty belonging or in His poffeffion, or 
** which may hereafter belong unto or he 
** in pofleffion of His Majefty, His heirs 
// and fucceflbrs, in Alia, Africa, and 
/* America,'* of all merchandize or com- 
modities whatfoever, " except in fliips 
^' belonging to tht people of^ England^ Ire:- 
V land J or the faid lands, {/lands , plant a-- 
** tions, or territories , and navigated by 
. ^* Englijhmen ;" and the fame aft explaifis 
an inclufion of *^ the men and fhipping 
** belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, 
•* Guemfey, Jerfey, or any other the 
** lands, iflands, dominions, and terri- 
** tories to His Majefty in Africa, Afia, 
'^ or America belonging or in His pof- 
^^ feffion.'' And undfer the defcription of 

fhips 
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(hips of England, &c. and navigated 
by Englifhmen, the inhabitants of the 
colonies have lince enjoyed all the privi- 
leges and advantages given by this a6i: to 
the fliips and inhabitants of the people 
of England : but this a<5l ftill further 
proves the jurifdi61:ion exercifed by par- 
liament over the colonies ; for it prohibits 
•* anyperfon who is an alien," that is, (as 
this acl explains it) " one not born 
/* within the allegiance of the King, or 
. •* made a free denizen, from exercifing the 
*^ trade or occupation of a merchant or 
** fa6lor in any of the faid places, upon 
** pain of the forfeiture and lofs of all 
^^ fuch perfon's goods and chattels." 

That part of the 1 5th of Charles the 
Second, which relates to the plantations, 
ftiews, not only the idea parliament enter- 
tained of the authority of the mother- 
country over the plantations, but alfo the 
impartiality they held between Great Bri- 
tain and the colonies. In cap. 7. fe6l. 5* 
it fays, " and in regard His Majefty's 
*' plantations beyond the feas are inhabited 
** and peopled by hisfubjeBs of this his king- 
*' dam of England i for the maintaining 
•* a greater correfpondence and kindnefs 
" between them, and keeping them in a 
** firmer dependence upon it, and rendering 
2 '' them 



^* them yef more beneficial and advantageous 
*^ unto it in the further employment and 
*^ increafe of Englifti fhipping and fea- 
** men.*' It then goes on to aflert : 
'^ And it being the ufage of other nations 
*^ to keep their plahtation-trade to them- 
** felves," it enafls, that " no commo- 
** dity of the growth, produ6lion> or 
*^ manufa6lilre of Europe; fhall be im- 
** ported into any land, ifland, plantation, 
** colony, territory or place to His Ma- 
** jefty belonging, or which fhall here- 
** after belong unto or be in the pofleflion 
*^ of His Majefty, His heirs and fuc- 
** ceflbrs, in Afia, Africa, or America, 
*^ (Tangier only excepted) but which 
** fhall be bona fide ^ and without fraud, 
*^ laden and fhipped in England, Wales, 
" or the town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
" and in Eriglifh-built fhipping, &c. and . 
** whereof the mafler and three-fourths 
" of the mariners at leafl are Englifh, 
*^ and which (hall be (Carried direflly 
** thence to the faid lands, iflands, plan- 
*^ tations, colonies, territories or places, ' 
*^ and frdm no other place or places ' 
** whatfoever, any law, ftatute, or ulage 
*^ to the contrary notwithflandirig, under 
*^ the penalty of the lofs of all fuch ^ 
*^ comniodities of the growth, pfodu6lion, 
*^ or manufaftiire of Europe, as ihall be 
D *' im- 



'* iniportefl into any of them froni ajiy 
*' other place "whatlbfiver by land or 
*^ water ; and if by yrater, of the fhip 
*^ or velfel alfo in which they were imr 
*• ported, with all her guns, tackle, fiir- 
" niture, ammunition, and apparel^" tq 
be fued for '^ in any of His Majefty'^ 
*' courts in fuch of the faid lands, iflaji^s^ 
*^ colonies, plantations, territories, or 
*' places where the offence was com-- . 
^* mitted, or in any court of record in 
•^ England, by bill, information, plaint^j 
*^ or other a6lion^ wherein no elfoign, 
^^ proteftion, or wager in law ftiall bq 
'^ allowed." 

That part of feftion i8. of the fame 
aft, in which parhament gives its reafons 
f6r enforcing the prohibition of planting 
tobacco in England, and which proves 
the prafticability and increafe of growing 
that plant in England^ and alfo the equal 
aftd impartial regard which the parliament 
entertamed for both the inlxabitants of 
the colonies and the people of England, 
as common fubjefts of the ftate, defervea 
to be mentioned. " And forafinuch a$. 
^* planting and making tobacco within, 
** this kingdom of England doth con- 
^^ tinue an4 increafe, to the apparent loik 
*^' of His faid Majefty in his cuftoms, tie 
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*^ dlftouragement of the Englijh plantations 
^^^in the parts bevond tbi feas^ and prejudice 
^^ o^ tibiis kingaom in general/' 

I'he fltft a6l that lays taxes on America 
for the fole purpofc of revenue, is the 
25th of Charles the Second; by which 
ECT the duties following were dire6ied to 
be paid, '* for fo much of the faid com^ 
** mociities as fhall be laden and put on 
** board fueh ihip or veffel 5 that is to fay, 
^* for fugar white tfie hundred weight five 
** fhillings, and brown and mufcovadois 
^^ the hundred weight one fhilling and 
*^ 6x-pence ; tobacco the pound, one 
/^ penny, cotton wool the pound oue 
^* halfpenny, for indigo two p^nce, gingicr 
** tfie nundred weight one fhilling^ hg^ 
^^ wood the hundred weight Jhe pound^^ 
** fifftidc and all other dying woods t)xc 
*' hundred weight fix-pence, cocoa^ the 
** pound one penny ; to be levied, coU 
** leftedy and paid, atfuch pliers, and to 
^^ fuch eolieiStors and other officers, as 
y\ fhalT be appointed in the^ re^dlivc 
*^*' pl|mLt^tions^ %o cpUeft, levy, and re-^ 
^' ceive the fan^e Ijefore the lading threoft 
^^' andf under fuch penalties both to th4 
f^ ofiicerV and upon the goods, as for 
*^ nort-payment of ^ or defrauding His 
{^ Maj^fly of his cufloms in England :'* 

Pa , aad 



and for the better ^' coUeftion of the 
*^ feveral rates and duties impofed by this 
^* a£t, be it ena6led, that this whole 
^^ bufmefs fhall be ordered and managed, 
*\ and the feveral duties hereby imppfed 
*' (hall be caufed to be levied by the con^- 
^' miflioners of the cuftoms in England, 
*^ by and under the authority and direc- 
*^ tions of the lord treafurer of England, 
^^ or con^miffioners of the treafury/' 

It is very obvious, that all thefe du-^ 
ties, faving that on logwood, werc laid 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in the 
-plantations, for this reafon, that, if they 
had been intended merely as regulations 
•for trade j or as prohibitory of their ex- 
portation from foreign parts, or from one 
colony to another, a proportionable duty 
would have been exaa:ed upon every. one 
of thofe Gommodities : whereas, the duties 
upon moft, I believe upon all of them, 
except that upon logwood, were the fanie 
or nearly the fame, as thofe commodities 
paid upon importation into Great Britain^ 
and the purpofes to which fuch revenue 
was to be appropriated is not n^entioried, 
becaufe at that time it was very comfnori 
for parliament to give the king grants oi 
revenue without account, for the public^ 
|iecefli[ties of the flate, 
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But that this aft was a revenue-a6l is 
confirmed beyond a doubt, by the ift 
of Gebrge the Firft, cap. 12, fe6t. 4. 
Which fe6lion continues thefe duties for 
ever, fubje6l to redemption, and order* 
them to be paid into the receipt of hi? 
majefty's exchequer, " And it is hereby 
** alfb enafted by the authority aforefaid, 
'* that all the monies which from and after 
" the faid feaft day of St. Michael the arch- 
** angel, in the year of our Lord one 
*^ thoufand. feven hundred and fifteen, 
^* fhall arife by the duties, which in an4 
** by an aft of piarliament, made and 
** paffed in the five and twentieth year of 
^^ the reign of king Charles the Second 
*^ (of blefled memory) intitled, an aft 
*' tor the encouragement of the Greenland 
** and Eaftland trades, and for the bettqr 
*' fecuring the plantation- trade, were 
** granted to. his majefty, his heirs, and 
^' fucceflprs for ever, commonly called the 
*^ plantation-duties (the neceflary charge 
^^ of raifing and paying the fame only. 
" excepted) fhall alfo be brought and 
'* paid from time to time into the faid re- 
** ceipt of exchequer for the purpofes in 
^' this aft expreffed, and be liable to fuch 
*' redemption as is herein after prefcribed 
f* in that behalf/' And bjr the fifteenth 

feftion 
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fc^On of the fame a&,, thefe duties ai;e 

iliade part of th6 aggregate fund. 

• ♦ «. - -. ' • 

Ili^fyithd moil ftrenuoiis advocate for 
'tifie Atj^ttic&ns, after reading, thefe two 
ads, to lay his hand to his heart, and 
^eny that they are a6ls pafled for the pur- 
j^fe df raifing a revenue in America by 
the autliority of parliament : that that 
revenue, when raifed, has been applied to 
the tifes of governiiient herejj and that 
iftey Were feceived and fubmitted to by 
the Aliiefic^ti^ witlK>ut complaints 

^1i6 iiexf a^ X fhall take notice of^ is 
ihx (5f the 7th and 8th of William and 
Mary, which provides towards the iiip-^ 
port of Greenwich hpfpital ; and enafts, 
**^ thaf every feamari Whatfoever in any of 
'^^ his^.ffia}efty's fhips, or any other perfon 
*^ whattbever ifi any of his majefly's fhips, 
^ or in any fliip or veffel whatfoever be- 
** longiilg or to belong to zxxj fubjeSis of 
^ Knglandy of atty other his majejiys domi^ 
^ ni(msy fhall allow, and there ftiall be 
^^ paid? put of the wages of every fuch 
^* feaiti^ft, to grow due for fuch his fer- 
^ vice, fix:-pence per month, for the bet-i 
•* ter fiipport of the faid hofpital, and 
^ to augffii'eii(t the' revenue thereof." 

This 
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Thi« tax has always been, znd'h tettiis* 
day levied and paia in the colonies- . 

There was Ukewife another aft paffibd* 
in the fame year, i^titled, ** an aCT for' 
«* preventing frauds and regulating abufes- 
^* in the plantation-trade." This aft af-* 
ferts a greater parliamentary right over 
the colonies, than any of the foregoing. 
It renews and enforces all the former laws 
refpefting the plantations, makes all fliips 
ana vefiels that come into any port there^ 
liable to the fame itgulations and reftric- 
tions, as thofe that come into a port in 
Eijglarid are liable to. It ena6ts, *^ that- 
*^ tlie officers for colIe6iing and managing 
" his majicfty'^ revenue^ and infpefting 
*^ the plantation-trade in any of the faid 
** plantations, fhall have the fame, ppw- - 
*^ ers and authorities for vifiting and 
^^ fearching of fhips, and taking their 
^' entries, and for feizing and fecuring 
" or bringing on Ihore any of the goods 
". prohibited to be imported or exported- 
/* mto or out of any of the ifaid colonies 
*\ and plantations, o? for which any du- 
^' ties are payable or ought to have been 
*^ paid by any of the befoi'e-mentioned 
*' afts, as are provided for the officer^ of 
*' the cuftoms in England; and alfa to • 
'' entejc houfes or warehoufes to fearcb 

'' for 
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for and feize any fuch goods. And 
that all the wharfingers and owners of' 
keys and wharfs, or any lighterman^j 
bargeman, waterman, porter, or other. 
** perfons affifting in the conveyance, 
** concealment, or refcue, &c. fhall be 
* • brought to the like pains and penalties 
*^ as are provided in relation to prohibited 
*^ or uncuftomed goods here in Eng- 
^* land, and the like affiftance fhall be 
** given to the faid officers, as is provided 
** for the officers in England; and alfb 
*^ that in cafe any officer or officers in 
^^ the plantations fhall be fued or mo- 
** lefled for any thing done in the execu- 
^* tion of their office, the faid officer may 
*^ plead the general iflue, and fhall giVe ^ 
** this or other cuffom-afts in evidence, 
" and the judge to allow thereof/' 

The 9th feftion of this aft, declares 
and enafts, ^^ that all laws, bye-laws, 
*' ufages, or cufloms at this time, or 
^' which hereafter fhall be in praftice, or 
^* endeavoured or pretended to be in force 
^' or praftice in any of the faidplanta- 
^* tions, which are in anywife repugnant 
^* to the beforementioned laws or any 
" of them, fo far as they do relate to the 
^* faid plantations or any of them, or 
^* whicn are anyways repugnant to this 
^ ** prefent 
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*• prejhit aSt, or to any other law hereaftei^ 
** to be made in this kingdom fo far as fucb 
** law ftiall r^/^/^ /(? and mention the faid 
** plantations^ are illegal, null, and void 
** to all intents arid purpofcs whatfoever/' 
Thus it hot only extends fo individuals 
and their efFefts, but likewife aflferts ini 
abfolute authority over their courts of juf- 
tice, and even their affembli^s- 

The a6t of nth of king William^ 
t^rhich is for the trial of pirdtes in Ame-* 
rica, inf drce» parliumantsiry authority ftill 
ftronger ; for there is a claufe in it which 
fays, ^^ And be it hereby further declared 
*• knd enafted, that if any of the gover- 
*' nors iii the faid plantations^ or aiiy 
** perfon ot perfons in authority there fhall 
** tefufe to yield obedience to this a^y fuch' 
** refufal is hereby declared to be 2i forfeiture' 
*^ of all and every the charters granted for 
*^ the government or propriety of fuch ; 
^* plantation." It cannot be denied, that 
this claufe is conceived in as abfolute' 
terms of authority as is j^offible to bede-* 
vifed. It fhews the opinion of parlia- 
ment with regard to its power of taking 
away charters. The fubmiffion the co-^ 
lonies paid to this law is the ftrotigeft 
confirmation of the high fenfe th^ had 
. E . . • ' of :• 
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of the authority of parliainent ovc^ 
them. 

The a61: of the third and fourth of queen 
Anjie^ ftrongly fupports the authority of 
parliament; for it prohibits the putting 
down any pitch or tar trees, in t^e cojp- 
wes of New England, New York, or the 
Jerfeys, that fliall not be within^ fence or 
inclofure, notwithjianding the lands upon 
npMci they grow, and , confequent^ , the^ treses ^ 
which are the produce of thofe, le^iu arethf^ 
private ^ property of tie inbabitmff, (f tko/t\ 
(felonies. 

. The a£t of the 9 th of que?i).j. ARPl?f for 
eftablifiiing the polt-ofRce, and fe>r laying* 
tjie taxes thereby impofed on the carriage 
of all letters in Great Britain^ Ir^and, the 
colonies and plantations in America, and- 
the Weft Indies, and all other Her Ma- 
j?fty's dominions and territories, runs thus„ 
*^ That the bufinefs may be done in fuqh 
'^ manner, as may be moft beijeficial to 
^* the people of thefe kingdoms, and Her 
*^ Majejiy may befupplied, and the revenue, 
** ari/ing by the faid office, better improved^ 
*^' fettled, and fecured to her majeJly, her 
•^ heirs, andfuccejfors :'' befides which, the 
ferrymen and owners of ferries, are obliged 
to carry over the poft, free of charges, un- 
der 



der a fevefe penalty. This aft appears iti 
the face of it to be, and is conceived in 
the terms of, a revenue-law. 

The aft of the 5th of George the Second, 
which prohibits the e)cportation of hkts 
made in the coloiiiesj even from one co- 
lony to another, ialfo prohibits any per- 
fons> who hkve not ferved an a:j5prentice- 
(hip td that bufihefs, from makings hats 
there even for their own wearing; and it 
alfo reftrains all makers of hats from ta- 
king nidre than two apprentices at a time, 
or any for lefs than feven years *, and eii- 
tirely prohibits the employing negrofe^ 
in that biafinefs. This aft is the more 
ftrikihg, as it fheWs that parliament ex- 
erted their authority in the internal regu- 
latiorts of the provinces in America ; and 
the ready fubmiffidn of the Attiblicans to 
this aft, riotwithftanding its ftVerity, is 
an acknowledgment of the right of par- 
liament fd to do. 

The aft of the 1 3th of George the Second 
naturalizes foreigners after a refidence of 
feven years in the coldhies, not only in 
refpeft to Great Britain, but in refpeft to 
the colonies alfo. The authority of this 
aft has never been difputed in the colo- 
nies ; for fuch naturalized ibrSigttfers havi 
E 2 : . not. 



not only voted in eleftipns of members of 
the feveral colony-affemblies, but have alfo 
been elefted, and fat in thpfe affemblies iji 
confequence of that aft. 

The aft of the ^ih of George the Se^ 
cond, *' abrogates fo much of the cpm- 
^^ mon laWjr. as relates to defcents of free-r 
*^ holds in Americfi ^ takes from the fon 
^* the right qf inheritance in the lands 
f^ the crown had granted to his father in 
^^ abiblute fee; makes them aJTets, and 
^^ s^pjies them to thp payinent of debts 
*V and accoiHits contracted by the father 
f^ without the p^irtieip^tion of the fon." 
This a6t was paired upon the petition of 
the iEnglifh merchants tracing to the co- 
lonies, who complained, ^' That in Vir- 
^' ginia jand Jamaica, a privilege was 
*^ claimejl to exempt their houfes, lands, 
^^ and. tenements, and theif negroes alfo, 
*^from )>eing extented for debt,'' and the 
lords pf trade reprefen ted, " That the afr 
** femblies of thofe colonies, could never 
^^ bye indMced to diveft themfelves of thefe 
^* privileges, by any aft of their own/* 
Therjpfore, in immediate oppofition to th? 
inclinations of , the^ cqlony-affemblies, and 
{even after theijr abfolute refufal to remove 
this grievance, parliament did it by itp 
own authprity. 

3 IM\ 
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I (hall mention but one other a£t, jand 
that is the 6th of George the Second, 
cap. i3. for the purpofe of raifing a re- 
venue for the ufes of government, and 
for difcouraging the importation of foreign 
rums and fpirits into the Britifh plantar 
tions ; it lays ^^ upon all rum or (pirits 
** of the produ6l or manufa6ture of anjr 
^* of the colonies or plantations in Ame- 
^^ rica, not in the poffeffion or under the 
^* dominion of His Majefty, His heirs; 
^^ and fucceifors, which at any time ot 
^* times within or during the continuance 
" of this aft ft\all be imported or brought 
^^ into any of the colomes or plantations 
** in America; which now are or hereafter 
^^ may be ill the poffeffion or und» the 
:^* dominion of His Majefty, His heir* 
^* or fucceffors, the fum or nine-pence, 
** money of Great Britdn, to be paid 
*^ according to the proportion and value 
^* of five ftiillings and fix-pence the ounce 
" in filver for every gallon thereof, and 
'* after that rate for any greater or leffcf 
** quantity; and upon all mplafles^ of 
** tyrups of fiich foreign produce or ma« 
** nufafture as aforefaid, which (hall be 
^' imported or brought into any of the 
" faid colonies or plantations mot ht^ 
** belonging to His Majefty, the fum cf 
^^* fixTpence of like money for every 

'' gallon 



ff ^' ^aflcm thereofj and after tibat rite for 
^ «iy greater or lefier quantity ; and 
/f upon all fijgars and pandes of fuch 
f * foreign growth, produce, or manu- 
/* fadtiire as aforefaid, which fhall be ini^ 
i^ polted into any of the faid colonies or 
^^ plantations of or belonging to Hfe 
*f, Majefty, a duty after tilie rate of fivt 
V fliillihgs of like money for every hurl- 
^5* dreid weight avoirdupoize of the faid 
f* fugar and paneles, and after that ratfe 
f* for a greater or lefler quantity/' The 
lieat produce of thefe duties has always 
ibfeen paid into the Exchequer here. • ^ 

i 'There are many more a61ts of parlia- 
nient' that extend to the colonies, but I 
conceive I have trited a lufficient number. 
Id fliew that parliament has, ever fince 
tlie Resolution, pafled afts which extendi 
to !tbe colonies ; which afts have operated 
in tiiecdlonies^ whether they were chafted 
fcH'tl^e purpofes of legiflation or taxatioil ; 
whidh proves that parliament has, froth 
kng u&ge and cuftom, eftabliihed its 
^idionty;OVer the colonies in all refpefts. 

, I "have now one other argument to 
prdduee in fupport of the authority d£ 
iKurliament' to tax America, which arife^ 
ibcoai a "dutv incumbent on parliament t6 

aft 



yfk^t pvipofc (^nr WW yim, ^ts^^ romn 
I Ml deUn^^t^r th9 fitft««tiMk:of 6fi0d& 
BjrilajiA al; .the ?fed pf thcrWi«r 5 «bd ffSBfc 
thofe circumftawe?. fll^;*telW8(«l«; J9> 
prove, tkat the Americans were bound in 
gr5|titude tQl .giye> aad: tlj«; yftii^m»9ip^ pf 
Qxea^t Bntain twas juftly, ifltitilgd. t$tiS!R3r'i 
i|i^d« drm4U::^o^fr0m.th^:4v»»3«aiiitkt 
for the pwblkiiaiYices QitheJiat^^. : . n A 

The Bjritifli:<olonifts. miAppLerkftv^inlt 
fturroundwi with enemies « .they yf^r^M 
continual apprehenfionsiof - iixvanonsj l^oob 
thp Fcenichj their towjii wrc opon^loi 
incurfions from the Indians ; they.jF^'t 
yelled at the hazard of their lives. Thefe 
T8^e hea^y^r ijipleftati<ww to th^ir tjssrfjrj 
tb^y afked tbie ai&Aauuce of parEames^l 
fw they applied to the Jsing,. ^ndip^gd 
tioaed for relief. Th^yCfflald aot' belt 
igijyorant, that the king coulc^ give tbenio 
no fuccovfrs but by confent of parliament «i 
therefore it was to parliament that th<?r 
Americans complained. Parliament h^> 
cned to their complaints,, and .determine^!: 
to relieve them ; parliament undertook a 

long 
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long and bloody wtr for tiiat purpoje/ 
It was prindpafijr maintained at the ex- 
pence OT tHe motfaer-coimtry ; it was 
serfifiid kk with vefolution, until the In-*" 
oEans, tibofe dreadful enemies to the colo^ 
niftsy wen driven back into the interior' 
country I and theFrench^ who were the 
aiders and abettors of all die Indian wars, 
were expetfcd from America. 
».'•■.■ t '. . ■ •■ • ■ 

'- . Parlianient, not iatisfied with tMs mai^- 
ftftation of tliar care and attention to' 
die -cdk>niBs» and confidering that the 
Americana had exetted themlmes during ' 
the war* and expended a great ihare of 
tbeir money, not only exciifed diem from 
bearing a part in the public expences o£ 
die fbte, but a^ voted them large gra- ' 
tdides to enable diem to recover them-< 

• Great Britain was involved in a vail 
load of debt. Great part of this debt had 
been incurred in the mpport of America i 
Ihe had fbrained every nerve in the caufe 
(^America; fhe had facrificed men and 
money at the altar of American pro^ri- • 
ty. The people of Great Britain were- 
oppreft with taxes, nor was there any pro- 
^«5t of relief from them. 

At 
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At iuck a time, lit was the duty pf % 
minister to find out a ^ethpd^ if poflibl^, 
to cafe this country i and, at the fams ti^ie 
he relieved Gr^^t Britain, to avoid opr 
toreiling America. The rainiftei: did exert 
himfelf : he faw the impending danger 
icau^ by the great national debt ; and 
he found . fomething ' muft be doae, or 
Great Britain would have been fwi^owed 
jip in the continent of America. Who 
was to* do this feoniething ? Who had 
power to do it ? Who was bound to do 
It ? The anfwer is ob^ons ; tlie legifla* 
tare.. And in what dbstth the legiilature 
confift ? in parlianient. Therefore, the 
miniiler brought the bufeiefa into par* 
lament, as the only competent judge ia 
»i affair of fi> great conuquence to the 
natio<)u Parliament; as the mod: expe-- 
dient meafiire, laid a tax on America, 
which would raife money enough to 
fu{)port the eftablifliments of their own 
civil governments . In this, as on all bther 
occaiions, parliament fhewed the affedioa 
they bore the Americans. They found it 
abfolutely neceifary to exert their autho- 
rity; but they endeavoured to palliate that 
exertion, by doing it in the moft gentle 
and eafy manner. They demanded no 
requital for paft fervices : they modeftly 
aiked a trifle for prefent neceffities, and 
that to be applied not to their own pur-* 

F pofes. 
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^ofes, but for the fervice of the colonies. 
They thought gratitude, as well as dut^, 
would oblige the Americans readily to ac- 
quiefce in fo reafonable a demand. The 
tefijlt has fhewn how much they were 
miftaken. When information of this 
meafure w« carried to America, th<{ 
tone of the colonifts was changed. The 
Indiam had' ceafcd to moleft them ; th6 
French -were removed fat from them ; they 
had na>cnemi5S t5 contend with ; they de- 
clared they needed- noproteftion; they 
wanted Hd affiftante from the mother- 
countryt^snowj tha*, therefore (for there 
tould be no other reafoh given) they wert 
not fubje6t ta^ fyarliamerit. Parliament 
had no authsiity bver them. They af>* 
firmed (ridiculous as^ it appears) that meil 
trailing themfelvfey- Britons, were n6t fub^ 
jeft ta the ©rittfti parfiament. That men 
who claittied' rights and privileges were 
tiotfubjeftto parliaitient, although tho(e 
rights and privileges originated, and were 
derived from parliament! They affirmed 
that men, who had been protefted, fup- 
ported, a«d^ defended by parliament, were^ 
not fubjedb to parliament. This affirma- 
tion appears ftrange ; but the reafon they 
allege, why they are not fubjeft to parlia- 
ment is ftill ftranger. It is becaule they 
are not rq>refented — America hot repre 
iented!— iWhat are the king, the lords, and 

A^ th 
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the commons ?— They are the lawful re^ 
prefentative body of the Britiih fubjefts, 
who have been vefted by the Britifh fub- 
jefts with an unlimited power to make 
laws, and raife money for the benefit an4 
iupport of the Britifh crown. And yet it 
is faid America is not r^prefented in; [par- 
liament. America, whiph is a part of the 
Britifh empire, its inhabitants having ac^ 
knowledged the fupremacy> ctf: it3 laws ; 
having claimed its pjrivileges, and being 
defcendedfromEnglifhrflens buti (as they 
fay) npt reprefeht^d, becftufe thmr towns 
and their cpuntj9$ ds/nqt fend raem-^ 
bers tQ" parliament ; becaule* from their 
fituatipn and circumfta&ces^ it is impoftr 
fible ^d unnecefTary that they flxould fend 
mpmbers tp parliaments wnnecdiary, be-?' 
caufe, according to th? coirititiition^ parlia-? 
ijj/ent is a bod)^ that reprefente all the 
Igfitifh fubjefts who dw^U in Englifh ter-r 
ritories, whether thofe territories are in 
America, in the Eafl Indies, or in the 
Weft Indies; whether; fjich fnbjeOis are 
pqlTefled qf landed property or of money, 
or if tl^ev have jieitl^er land npr money, 
nor the fnadqw of having a choice of re- 
prefentatives. 

Many of the largeft towns in Eng- 
land are nqt reprefented, when othera- 
F 2 fqarcQ 
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icarce coritaihing ah habitation are; and 
yet thefe towns have never complained. 
America is not the only acquifition of 
territory Great Britain h^s attained fincc 
the foundation of parliament, and yet 
we do not find the inhabitants of , fueh 
territories have «ver doubted the authority 
of parliament Over th?m, or infifted upon 
a right to fend members to it, I con- 
ceive the reafori why they have not at- 
tempted it, i$, That parliament having 
entirely fulfilled the purjpofes for which 
it was eftablifhed - having maintained that 
aequilibrium ift the feveiral parts of it^ 
which it had at firft ; having ftrenuoufl^ 
preferved, myiolste and untouched, alt 
thofe ineftimable rights and privil^es, it 
was iriftituted for the proteaion of; rll 
parties have agreed, that it would have a 
dangerous tendency to the firm bafis of 
tiie conftitution to attempt any innova-^ 
tions, ' ' ' ' ' ' * 

I flatter myfelf, I have; s fulfilled my 
firft defign, in - undertaking this little 
traft, of proving that the Americans are 
fobje£l to th6 authcwrity of parliament, 
by the firft principles of colonization ; hf 
the power inherent in parliament over all 
the Britifh territories, and confirmed by 
the fubmiflion of the colonifts to it; hf 

long 
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fong vJkge dnd cuftom of pariiamoitj; 
knd likewife by an authority derived from 
that principle of juftiee and impartialityj^ 
«irhich they are bound to prdferve towards 
all the territories in the Brhilh domi-^ 
nions. I have ftated fa|ks precifely. | 
have written free from p^yrprejijdice. It 
has been my intention to OQnvince my 
readers by fair argument, not to miflead 
them by declamation. I appeal to their 
reafon, not to their p^fGons. I do not 
prefume to vindicatei Or to jcJOndemn any^ 
meafures that hfive bi?en^tl^f^ I leave 
fhe difcuffion ^ thofe points, to abler 
pens, I fineerely w^ fef l&i^ benefit 
ff both countries, to fce^ reconciliationu 
I wifh it to take place fcsfiiur.orpra fakes? 
i wifh it to take, place f^r the honor of 
America. I wifh. it tohtate p4ace, that it 
may difappoint the hopes of our enemiesi^ 
who fee with pleafure the diffcntions that 
prevail among us, and who will not let 
flip fuch an opportunity to attack us with 
fuccefs. I fhdl conclude, by fubmitting 
to the judgment of all parties ^e fof^ 
lowing fable. ** Once upon a time the fe- 
veral members qf^ the. body mutiniecj 
and confpired againft the belly. The 
** ground of their xromplaint was, that 
*' they thought it an intolerable grievance, 
f ^ that they Iho^d cmjploy all their timq 

and 
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;?»-and labour, merely to 'keep him alive: 
^* in luxury and idlenefs. Wherefore they: 
*? refolved to toil no longer to maintain a^ 

V lazy wretch, who contributed notliing 
himfelf to the public fupport. The 
hands refufed to wag a finger for him. 
The mouth declared it would not open 
itfelf in his fervice ; and the legs and 
feet would not ftir a ftep to affift him : 
in confequence whereof, the belly be- 
ing famifhed for want of nouriftiment, 
the members alfo began to lofe their f^- 

V culties. Then perceiving their folly, 
*> when too iate, they all attempted to 
♦5 beftir themfelves to reftore him; but 
^* they found him grown too weak to re-^ 
** ceive, and themfelves to afford affift- 
<* ance ; when the belly perifliing all the 

V members perilhed along with him/' 
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